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The Social Sciences and Humanities are influential for all Member States 
and for the European Commission. Thousands of researchers carry out 
research in a vast array of themes of national and international interest. They 
do so taking into account their organizational structures, framework 
conditions, as well as cultural preferences and political priorities in their 
countries.  

METRIS is an initiative of the Directorate-General for Research (DG RTD), 
which aims to become an entry and reference point for the social sciences 
and humanities landscapes in Europe. Commissioned by the ERA 
Directorate of DG RTD and performed via the Metris-Network, it pursues the 
collection, regular updating, and analysis of information on social sciences 
and humanities at national and European level.  

METRIS products  
All products are brought together under the website www.metrisnet.eu. It 
provides METRIS country profiles for all EU-27 countries plus another 15 
European and non-European countries, most of them Associated countries 
to the European Union’s Research Framework Programme. The website 
provides access to the following services and publications, as they become 
available:  

• regularly updated country profiles of SSH systems in 42 countries; 

• a news service; 

• annual monitoring reports for all countries covered; 

• synthesis reports bringing together key points; 

• links to relevant reports and websites. 

This document has been prepared within the framework of an initiative of the 
European Commission’s Research Directorate-General, addressing the 
ERAWATCH Network asbl. The METRIS network is managed by 
Technopolis Consulting Group, the project manager is Viola Peter 
(viola.peter@technopolis-group.com). 

The present report was prepared by Todor Galev, Daniela Mineva, 
Ventseslav Kozarev, and Ruslan Stefanov, ARC Fund. Valuable commenting 
was provided by Dr. Daniela Koleva, Associate Professor, St Kliment 
Ohridski University of Sofia. The contents and views expressed in this report 
do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Member States or the European 
Commission.  

The report covers the period from April 2010 to June 2011.  

Copyright of the document belongs to the European Commission. Neither 
the European Commission, nor any person acting on its behalf, may be held 
responsible for the use to which information contained in this document may 
be put, or for any errors which, despite careful preparation and checking, 
may appear. 
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1. Country Overview 

1.1 Overview of SSH System 

1.1.1 Brief Description of the structure of the SSH research system 
The Bulgarian research system depends primarily on public funding, 
distributed only at the national level. The system has undergone 
considerable changes since the country started its transition to a market 
economy in 1989 and in preparation for the country’s accession into the 
European Union. R&D funding has declined quickly in terms of its share of 
GDP from an average of 3% throughout the 1980s, and at the beginning of 
1990s,1 to less than 0,5% in 2010. The public R&D sector has experienced 
similar downsizing. Throughout the 1980s there has been a steady growth in 
the number of R&D personnel, at an average annual rate of 2.8%2. In the 
early 1990s the number of researchers decreased and throughout the 1990s 
stayed at the same level before dropping even further at the end of the 
decade3. It was not until the early 2000s that the negative trend was 
reversed, and the number of R&D scientists started rising again. However, 
even in 2010 there are fewer scientists than there were in 19804.  

This has resulted in the even thinner spreading of public R&D budgets and in 
changes in the distribution of R&D expenditures. While in 2000-2003 on 
average about 5% of the total R&D expenditures was directed to capital 
spending, since 2004 this share has increased to about 11%. The rest is 
spent on running costs, including salaries. There was a major surge in 
funding for R&D projects distributed on competitive basis through the 
National Science Fund (NSF) until the economic crisis in 2009. Although the 
stable rise in real GDP of 6% annually in the period 2003 – 2009, has 
brought about an increase in government R&D expenditures in absolute 
terms, it has resulted in a decline in R&D expenditures as a share of GDP 
from 0,5% to 0,48%, which is less than one fourth of the EU–27 average. 

In contrast to the R&D financing structure in most EU Member States, in 
Bulgaria the bulk of R&D funding is provided by the government sector, 
despite the growing share of the private sector financing from 24,4% in 2000 
to 30,2% in 2009. Government financed public R&D institutes, most notably 
the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAS), are the major performers of R&D, 
followed by public universities.  

 
 
1 Source: Statistical Yearbook 1990. National Statistical Institute. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Source: Statistical Yearbook 2000. National Statistical Institute. 
4 Source: National Statistical Institute, http://www.nsi.bg/ORPDOCS/NIRD_2.1_1.xls, retrieved on July 5th, 

2011. 
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The key funding structure regarding the state budget is divided into two 
parts: the state subsidies for the BAS, and for each state university, and 
project funding provided through the National Science Fund at the Ministry of 
Education, Science and Youth, and in much smaller scale – through the 
National Innovation Fund, which operated in 2005-2008 at the Ministry of 
Economy, Energy and Tourism. After Bulgaria’s accession into the EU in 
2007, the Operational programmes (OP Human Resource Development, OP 
Competitiveness of the Bulgarian Economy, OP Administrative Capacity and 
OP Regional Development) have provided substantial R&D funding on a 
project basis for both public and private research performers.  Total available 
funds from the three programmes are close to 4 billion Euro, however actual 
contracting and funding of projects has been highly inefficient, with less than 
5% of these amounts actually paid to beneficiaries by the end of 2009, and 
less than 20% by end of May 20115. 

This overall decline of the Bulgarian research system has been the result of 
both objective economic factors, such as the economic downturn during the 
transition recession, the sharp decrease in government revenues, the 
financial crisis of 1996–1997, the fledgling private sector, etc., and the lack of 
a coherent national research strategy to underpin research, development 
and innovation policy. It was not until 2005 that the government adopted a 
comprehensive national research policy document: the National Strategy for 
Scientific Research for the Period 2005-20136. This and subsequent versions of 
the national R&D strategy from the years 2008 and 2009 have not been 
ratified by the Bulgarian Parliament as the Law on Scientific Research 
Promotion7 requires. Their impact on actual policy-making remains 
uncertain.  

In 2010 the Bulgarian government adopted an ambitious national R&D goal 
in the framework of Europe 2020 strategy: to reach a level of R&D spending 
of 1.5% of GDP by 2020. Achieving this goal seems daunting at present, as 
the links between the predominantly publicly financed R&D system and the 
private sector are weak, or at best informal. Correspondingly, public research 
and innovation financing are based on annual budget cycles with no multi-
annual framework. This hampers long-term programme planning and 
reduces private sector commitment. 

The major RDI policy making bodies are the Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Science, which defines and implements national research policy, and 
the Ministry of Economy, Energy and Tourism, which is responsible for the 
national innovation policy. 

 
 
5 Source: EU Funds Single Information Web Portal, http://www.eufunds.bg/bg/page/766, accessed on 

July 17th 2011. 
6 Source: 

http://www.euroqualityfiles.net/Documents%20EUAM%20and%20CEECAP/Bulgaria/2A643B03d01.pdf, 
Retrieved on July 27th, 2011.  

7 The most current version of the law is available in Bulgarian language at 
http://lex.bg/laws/ldoc/2135472978. Accessed on July 17th, 2011. 
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Bulgaria has not yet developed a regional dimension to its research policy. 
Regions in Bulgaria (NUTS level 2) were legally constituted in their present 
state only in 2005 and still lack organisational structures for policy 
formulation and implementation.  

Although by 2008 all six Bulgarian regions had developed Regional 
Innovation Strategies (RIS), no mechanisms at the national level support 
their implementation.  

The SSH research system follows the patterns of the R&D system. The key 
performers are the research institutes at the BAS and the universities, as 
well as public benefit think-tanks. There is not a separate funding structure 
for SSH and the only funding institution with particular SSH topics and 
programmes is the National Science Fund. So far, no regional strategies in 
regard to SSH have been developed. 

1.1.2 Overview of structure  
The following flowchart provides an outline of SSH policy-making bodies: 

 
On a political level, the highest policymaking body is the National 
Parliament through its Standing Committee on Education, Science, Youth 
and Sports. In practice, however, most policy related initiatives come from 
the Ministry of Education, Youth and Science, which designs and carries out 
national research policy. The Ministry of Economy, Energy and Tourism co-
shares some responsibilities for designing and implementing the national 
R&D policy, while the Council of Ministers endorses the most important 
strategic documents and draft legislation. No particular structure or institution 
on this level is focused exclusively on SSH. 

On an operational level it is the National Council for Scientific Research at 
the Ministry of Education, Youth and Science that oversees the functioning of 
the main public research funding instrument with respect to SSH – the 
National Science Fund (NSF, described in greater detail in section 2.1.3 of 
this document). 
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The National Centre for Information and Documentation is responsible for 
providing supporting information on research to the ministry. The Ministry of 
Economy, Energy and Tourism defines national innovation policy and 
provides funding to private enterprises for applied research through the 
National Innovation Fund (NIF). The Bulgarian SMEs Promotion Agency at 
the ministry manages the fund.  

On a research performance level, the biggest research performers in 
Bulgaria include the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and its associated institutes, 
and the Bulgarian universities, though more and more applied research is 
carried out in smaller private sector organisations and think-tanks.  

The Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAS) has the position of a national 
centre for scientific research. The academy is acknowledged as a partner in 
national and international programmes and projects by European and other 
international organizations. The expertise of the Academy is used by 
governmental institutions and private companies. 

Both basic and applied research is performed at the BAS. Until the mid 
1990s, the proportion between basic and applied research was 60% to 40%. 
The share of applied research (defined according to the Frascati Manual 
criteria) gradually increased over time, and today it amounts to 70%. The 
social sciences institutes of the Academy are predominantly engaged in 
research related to the social and economic changes which occurred in the 
country in the context of its EU association and membership, the transition to 
market economy under the specific to Bulgaria conditions, the development 
of Bulgarian economy and its competitiveness in the integrated European 
market. 

The BAS is structured into 9 subdivisions, each reflecting a scientific area 
and encompassing one or more research units in a particular field. SSH 
research is carried out within two of the subdivisions: i) Cultural and Historic 
Heritage and National Identity, and ii) Man and Society. The former 
comprises the Institute for Bulgarian Language, Institute for Literature, 
Institute for Balkan Studies with a Centre on Thracology, Institute for History 
Studies, Institute for Ethnology and Folklore, Institute for the Study of the 
Arts, the National Archaeological institute, and the Cyril and Methodius 
Science Centre. Within the Man and Society subdivision there are four units 
– Institute for Economic Research, Institute on the State and the Law, 
Institute for the Study of Population and Man, Institute for the Study of 
Societies and Knowledge. 

There are 48 fully accredited universities in Bulgaria8, of which 21 are in the 
capital city of Sofia, 8 are in Plovdiv, and 5 are in Varna. Thus more than 
70% of Bulgarian universities are concentrated in the three largest cities. Out 
of the 48, 30 have accredited programmes in an SSH field, the majority of 
them in Sofia. 

 
 
8 Source: http://www.neaa.government.bg/bg/institutions/high_schools, accessed on July 17th, 2011. 
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Private enterprises and non-profit organizations have been quickly gaining 
prominence over the past years though this is not always reflected in 
national R&D statistics. The share of private spending on scientific research 
has steadily grown since 2000, from 24% to a little over 30% in 20099. The 
trend for the non-profit sector is also positive, from less than half a percent 
annually in the period 2000-2004, its share has increased to nearly 1% on 
average for the years thereafter. 

1.2 Policy challenges and developments 

1.2.1 Main societal challenges translated into SSH research 

1.2.2 New SSH policy developments  
• New data from the National Statistical Institute shows that the Bulgarian 

government cut it’s spending on research and development in 2010. The 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAS) and the Bulgarian state 
universities saw their budgets cut by more then 30% down to € 45m in 
2010. The state budget for 2011 will secure just 70% of the money 
necessary for salaries in the public funded research institutions, incl. 
universities, with nothing left for research or other operational costs.  

• The Ministry of Education, Youth and Science launched a new 
university rating system. The ratings introduced in November 2010 are 
intended to serve as a tool for distributing public funding according to 
universities’ achievements.   

• In October 2010 the Bulgarian Parliament amended the Law on Scientific 
Research Promotion10 introducing independent assessments on public 
research funds’ spending, and better accountability to society. The 
amendments streamline the responsibilities of the National Science Fund 
for more effective monitoring and evaluation of funded projects.  

• Research infrastructures. The Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Science elaborated a National Roadmap for Research Infrastructures, 
adopted by the Council of Ministers in September 201011. The Roadmap 
prioritises the agglomeration of research infrastructures and resources 
into seven national research complexes and encourages inter sector and 
cross border collaboration. 

 
 
9 Source: Bulgarian National Statistical Institute, http://www.nsi.bg/otrasal.php?otr=16, accessed on July 

17th, 2011. 
10 See reference 7 on page 2. 
11 Source: http://www.mon.bg/opencms/export/sites/mon/top_menu/science/infrastructure/nac-patna-

karta-nauchan-infrastrutura_rms692-2010.pdf. Retrieved on July 24th, 2011. 
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• In June 2010 the Bulgarian government adopted a National Strategy for 
the Development of Scientific Research in the framework of Europe 2020 
strategy. The national targets set include reaching a level of R&D 
intensity of 1.5% by 202012; attaining a 76% employment rate among 
those aged 20 to 64; keeping school dropout rates below 10%; ensuring 
at least 40% of the younger population have attained a higher-education 
degree. The government however has not yet spelled out specific 
measures to achieve these targets, and no distinction has been made as 
to how they apply to SSH.   

• Revamping Academic Career Development. The Bulgarian Parliament 
passed a new Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in May 
201013. The main policy change introduced by the law was the 
abolishment of the Supreme Attestation Commission and its replacement 
with scientific juries hosted within the academic institutions. This should 
decentralise academic career promotion and should lead to more young 
academics advancing on their careers. Some texts form the law were 
contested at the Constitutional Court of Bulgaria, but the law entered into 
force in 2010 and some amendments were made to it, according to the 
Court decision. 

 
 
12 Source: 

http://www.ibir.bas.bg/uploads/user/%D0%97%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B8%20%D0
%B8%20%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%
B8/Nac.strategia.razvitie.naukata.2020.pdf. Retrieved on July 13, 2011. 

13 Latest version in Bulgarian language available at: http://www.lex.bg/bg/laws/ldoc/2135680028. 
Retrieved on July 16th, 2011. 



  

 

 

 

 7 

2. Policy Setting System 

2.1 Government policy making and coordination 

2.1.1 Policy formulation and coordination 
The Ministry of Education, Youth and Science is the primary policy-making 
and coordination body of Bulgarian national policy in the field of research, 
including social sciences and humanities. Formally, Members of Parliament 
and the Parliamentary Education, Science, Children, Youths and Sports 
Committee are entitled to formulate and promulgate laws and make changes 
to the National Strategy for Scientific Research14. However, in practice, it is 
the Ministry of Education, Youth and Science that initiates, prepares and 
submits for approval to the Council of Ministers, which in turn presents to the 
Parliament, all major policy documents. The Council of Ministers debates 
research policy before submission to Parliament. The Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Science usually consults with the other ministries about policies 
before they reach the Council of Ministers. 

Within the Ministry of Education, Youth and Science the main policy-making 
and coordination body is the National Council for Scientific Research. It is 
presided over by the Minister and comprises 19 members, representatives of 
other ministries, employers’, scientists’ and universities’ umbrella 
organizations. The Council approves all major research policy documents, 
including the National Strategy for Scientific Research, as well as the 
priorities of the National Science Fund. 

Bulgaria set up a Council of Rectors in 1990. It is a non-profit association of 
the rectors of universities, which is independent from political, government 
and public institutions and movements. The Council of Rectors has the 
objective to participate in shaping national policy in higher education and 
research cooperation with the Ministry of Education and Science, the 
National Assembly and other state and public institutions. 

2.1.2 SSH policy Advice 
There are a number of formal mechanisms whereby different stakeholders in 
research policy can gain access to the policy formulation process in Bulgaria. 
Central among them are participation by employers’ and scientists’ 
organisations, as well as think tanks and NGOs, in the National Council for 
Scientific Research and the National Council on Innovation at the Ministry of 
Economy, Energy and Tourism. There are also other tripartite (government, 
industry and social partners) advisory bodies informing government’s overall 
policy-making, which function at the Council of Ministers. Most of these 
consultative bodies in the field of research are set up in such a way as to 
ensure a decision making majority for government representatives, and they 
do not usually include representatives of civil society outside specialised 

 
 
14 Available in Bulgarian language at http://www.strategy.bg/FileHandler.ashx?fileId=1692. Retrieved on 

July 17th, 2011. 



  

 

 

 

 8 

research related actors. The interests of wider society are thus not given 
parity with government and administrative interests. There are a number of 
public organisations providing non binding input to research policy making, 
such as the Union of Scientists in Bulgaria, the Council of Rectors of 
Universities in Bulgaria; and industry associations, etc. 

BAS and the largest universities also take part in policy advice: preparing 
official and/or informal positions on particular topics or important policy 
documents (e.g. National strategy for scientific research, Law for 
development of academic staff, Law for scientific research promotion, etc.), 
participating in the hearings and working meetings of the Standing 
committee at the Parliament, etc.  

Several NGOs, most commonly referred to as ‘think tanks’, have a track 
record of conducting research in the fields of SSH, with the intention to 
inform government decision-making. The legal framework of the Bulgarian 
non-profit sector makes a general distinction of the types of non-profit 
organizations, providing for two general types of organizations: foundations, 
primarily based on property, and associations, primarily based on 
membership. In addition to this, the law makes a distinction as to the primary 
target of an organisation’s operations in either public (the majority of all 
registered NGOs) or private benefit. In regards to research, there is not a set 
mechanism or rule that either supports or regulates research in this sector. 
Even organizations with the most relevant expertise and research capacity 
elaborate their research agendas independently of government priorities 
and, most frequently, based on available donor funding. Most of the notable 
think tanks performing research in the SSH areas include the Centre for the 
Study of Democracy, the Institute for Market Economy, the Centre for 
Economic Development, the Centre for Liberal Strategies, etc.  

2.1.3 Main implementing bodies 
The Ministry of Education, Youth and Science (MEYS) is responsible for the 
overall implementation of the Bulgarian research and development policy. 
The most important policy implementation instrument, providing the largest 
financial contribution for research in Bulgaria, is the National Science Fund 
(NSF), a funding body at the Ministry of Education, Youth and Science, which 
promotes the uptake of science and research initiatives at the national, 
regional and international level. A total of six standing expert committees15 
operate at the NSF, reflecting scientific priorities: mathematics and 
informatics, natural sciences, biological and medical sciences, agricultural 
sciences, technical sciences, and SSH. Standing committees decide on the 
distribution of funds to submitted projects in accordance with the rules set 
out in Law on Scientific Research Promotion and the statutes of the NSF. 

 
 
15 Source: Statutes of the National Science Fund. Available at 

http://www.nsfb.net/system/storage/PFNI_2008.doc. Retrieved on July 13th, 2011. 
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The key programme in which the NSF is currently involved is called 
“Development of Scientific Potential.” It operates through three strategic 
priority modules: improving scientific infrastructure at universities and 
research institutes; supporting young scientists; and upgrading scientific 
equipment at universities, specialised laboratories, and scientific institutes. 

On an international level NSF is involved in programmes such as Fulbright, 
NATO – Science, INTAS (International Association for the promotion of 
cooperation with scientists from the New Independent States of the former 
Soviet Union), COST (European co-operation in the sphere of scientific and 
technological research), and Sixth and Seventh Framework Programme of 
the EU for scientific research, technological development and demonstration 
actions. The NSF also supports a number of bilateral agreements, some of 
which result in calls for joint projects with other countries.  

The National Evaluation and Accreditation Agency (NEAA) is a statutory 
government body at the Council of Ministers tasked with the evaluation, 
accreditation and monitoring of the quality of higher education institutions 
and scientific organizations in order to enhance their teaching and research, 
as well as their continuing development as scientific, cultural, and innovative 
organizations. It performs institutional accreditations, which cover faculties 
and departments therein separately, programme accreditations in terms of 
curriculum compliance to predefined standards, and post-accreditation 
monitoring and control of higher-education institutions. It further evaluates 
proposals for the establishment of new higher education institutions and for 
the transformation, e.g. mergers, of existing ones. 

The accreditation procedures are based on strict protocols and a detailed list 
of criteria approved by the Agency. Institutional accreditations are typically 
valid for 6 years, and upon expiration a new evaluation is performed. 
Depending on the accreditation results, received by each institution or its 
sub-division (e.g. faculty or department) the time for the next accreditation 
could be shorter – e.g. 4 or 5 years ahead. Programme accreditation by the 
NEAA determines whether the respective unit is allowed to teach bachelor or 
master students. Furthermore, accreditation and project evaluation results 
are taken into account when forming the state policy toward HEIs. 

Several national contact points (NCPs) are available to assist researchers 
and scientists with regard to international opportunities, particularly within the 
Framework Programmes, such as FP7, of the EU. NCP representatives 
provide guidance on choosing thematic priorities and instruments, give 
advice on administrative procedures and contractual issues, and help with 
identification of research partners across other European states. Currently 
there are seven NCPs for SSH in Bulgaria – three from the Bulgarian 
Academy of Sciences, two from the Sofia University, one from Varna Free 
University and one from the Executive Agency “Electronic Communication 
Networks and Information Systems” at the Ministry of Transport, Information 
Technologies and Communications.  
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2.2 Impacting factors 

2.2.1 Policy fields influencing SSH policies  
The main ministry involved in SSH policy setting is the Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Science, which oversees and supports the majority of SSH 
research activity and infrastructure. On topics of national security, however, it 
is the Ministry of the Interior and its Academy16 (accredited to grant BA, MA 
and PhD degrees) that performs scientific research and design training 
curricula in the areas of policing and fire fighting. Current topics of scientific 
inquiry at the Academy include Foundations of Law Enforcement, Control of 
Internal Migration in Bulgaria, Road Traffic Control, Countermeasures to 
Corruption, and Disaster Response to Earthquakes, among others. The 
Ministry of Agriculture and Foods, which hosts the Agricultural Academy, is 
hence entitled to influence SSH research in the field of agriculture and 
foodstuffs.  

In addition ministries, which manage the Operational programmes of the EU 
Cohesion and Structural Funds have gained leverage to act as policy 
influencers. They host the management authorities of these programmes 
and have the power to influence the decision making processes on selecting 
funding priorities and implementation, including for SSH related R&D. Such 
ministries include the Ministry of the Economy, Energy and Tourism, which 
oversees the OP Competitiveness, the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy 
for the OP Human Resources Development, and the Ministry of Regional 
Development and Public Works for OP Regional Development. 

2.2.2 Influence of European and International Developments 
The influence of European and international developments on the state of 
Bulgarian SSH policies and research remains rather limited, with the notable 
exception of the Bologna process and European Research Area (ERA) 
actions. Bulgaria is among the initial 29 countries to co-sign the Bologna 
Declaration on June 19th 1999, thus committing to a strategic reform of its 
higher education sector. The consequences of these reforms however are 
even spread over all sectors of education and sciences, and do not 
specifically affect SSH. The same applies to the ERA policies. These remain 
primarily constrained to the texts of strategic documents with little tangible 
impact on the ground. Most notably the National Strategy for the 
Development of Scientific Research 2020 puts European goals such as ERA 
as a priority for Bulgarian policy making. 

Following the principles of the Bologna process, the accreditation system for 
universities, their departments and programs was set up, prompting more 
thorough planning and higher quality of educational deliverables at all degree 
levels, and attesting to the overall quality of accredited units and institutions. 
Upon several subsequent amendments to the Higher Education Law17 a 

 
 
16 Source: http://www.mvr.bg/en/AboutUs/StructuralUnits/Educational/Academi.htm, accessed on July 

20th 2011. 
17 The most current version available in Bulgarian language at http://lex.bg/laws/ldoc/2133647361. 

Accessed on September 9th, 2011. 
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special Classification of Higher Education Fields and Vocational Training18 
was introduced to present a standardised common framework of educational 
areas, on which baccalaureate programmes’ structure and content are 
based. Though there is general agreement that the Bologna Process has a 
positive impact on the higher education system in the country, it is also 
acknowledged that Bulgaria has been too quick in signing the Bologna 
declaration, but disproportionately slow in administering the necessary 
changes resulting in a sustained lack of academic quality.  

A more direct influence of European developments comes through the 
different funding instruments, which affect science in Bulgaria in general but 
also SSH in particular. This influence, however, is mostly contained to 
practical implementation of different EU funded projects rather than, the 
result of a targeted national policy. Some priority lines of the Operational 
programmes of the EU Cohesion and Structural Funds, as well as the 
framework programmes for research such as FP6 and FP7, the COST 
programme, ERASMUS exchange at PhD level provide impetus for 
researchers to explore new themes, to employ new methods of scientific 
inquiry, and to develop new research capacity on both the individual and 
institutional levels. These further stimulate international collaborations 
among scientists and provide opportunities for domestic researchers to bring 
their work to international audiences. Since 2008 the National Science Fund 
has strengthened Bulgaria’s integration into the EU framework programmes 
for research and the COST programme by providing co-financing for the 
preparation and the implementation of the national participation in pan-
European projects, including SSH. This development can be regarded as a 
strategic decision on the side of the Bulgarian government to enhance the 
country’s integration into ERA.  

2.2.3 Relevance of European and International SSH research 
The involvement of Bulgarian research bodies and scientists in international 
research, especially in SSH, remains low. In fact, natural scientists are 
recognized to have been involved in a far greater number of international 
research undertakings than their SSH counterparts, reducing the impact of 
new SSH research and knowledge primarily to national borders. However, 
more than half of all university graduates for the period of 2000-2008 in 
Bulgaria are in SSH.19  

The total share SSH related projects financed within the Framework 
Programme 6 for Bulgaria is 1,07%, or slightly more than € 2,6m in 31 
projects, leaving Bulgaria well below the average and far behind most other 
former socialist states. For seven of these projects the beneficiary was an 
institute within the Bulgarian Academy of Science. Sofia University and the 
University for National and World Economy partook in two projects each. 
Beneficiaries of the remaining projects are mostly non-profit organizations 
and think-tanks. 
 
 
18 Original document in Bulgarian language available at 

http://www.mon.bg/opencms/export/sites/mon/left_menu/documents/decree/pms_125-
02_klasif_vobr_pr_napr.pdf, retrieved on September 9th, 2011. 

19 Source: METRIS II Project data. 
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There is a positive growth trend with respect to the number of projects 
financed within FP7. There are currently 302 approved projects, a tenfold 
increase compared to FP6, with 18 of them, or 6%, classified as SSH 
related20. 

2.2.4 Impact of evaluations 
The systematic use of evaluation methods with respect to ascertaining the 
impact or efficiency of existing, or prospective, public sector programmes, 
issues, policies or strategies is still rather limited. No significant attempts 
have been made at the government level to integrate evaluation in the policy 
development and design systems. The latter also holds true for the SSH 
research policies and institutions, with just a few notable exceptions. 

Bulgarian Universities’ SSH systems are assessed by the National 
Evaluation and Accreditation Agency (NEAA). NEAA is a statutory body for 
evaluation, accreditation and monitoring of the quality in higher education 
institutions and scientific organizations aiming at the enhancement of their 
teaching and research, as well as of their development as scientific, cultural, 
and innovative organizations. The Agency monitors the ability of higher 
education institutions, their main units and branches to provide high quality 
education and scientific research through an internal quality assurance 
system. Its mission is to encourage higher education institutions in assuring 
and enhancing the quality of education they offer by sustaining high 
academic standards and good education traditions in Bulgaria. NEAA is a full 
member of the European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher 
Education and a full member of the European Quality Assurance Register for 
Higher Education.21 

In 2009, the first ever evaluation of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences was 
carried out by the European Science Foundation and the European 
Federation of National Academies of Science and Humanities. There is no 
recorded evidence if the evaluation’s findings have been used to inform any 
resultant government policies with respect to the BAS’s structure and/or 
operations. 

2.2.4.1 Project evaluation  
The most common form of what could be considered project evaluation 
refers to the submission of project proposals to open competitive calls. 
These include calls of the NSF, calls within the framework programmes and 
operation programmes of the EU, as well as, but to a limited degree, internal 
calls within universities and their departments. Such evaluations are 
concentrated on the merits of submitted proposals, but they neither lead to 
nor require ex-post evaluations of project results and/or impact. 

 
 
20 As of July 20th, 2011. 
21 Source: http://www.neaa.government.bg/en, accessed on July 20th 2011 
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Another particular “field” for project evaluation is defined in the Higher 
Education Law with regard to projects for the establishment of new higher 
education institutions or for the reform of an existing one. The National 
Agency for Evaluation and Accreditation evaluates such projects to 
determine and prescribe the course of action.  

2.2.4.2 Programme evaluation 
Programme evaluation in terms of performing either formative, process, or 
summative, outcome, study of the merits and/or shortages of research 
programmes is currently not commonplace in Bulgaria, or if at all done, 
results are not made public. Evaluation of study programmes of universities 
in terms of curriculum compliance to predefined standards are carried out by 
the National Evaluation and Accreditation Agency. The procedure is referred 
to as programme accreditation, and is described in the Higher Education 
Law. Such an evaluative procedure is carried out by a standing committee at 
the NEAA, specialized in the same scientific field as the proposed 
programme. 

2.2.4.3 Institutional evaluation 
Though not commonplace, several institutional evaluations have been 
carried out. Most notable are the evaluations of the BAS, in particular its 
SSH institutes, and of the NSF. The former was conducted by a team of 
experts from the European Science Foundation and the European 
Federation of National Academies Sciences and Humanities, while the latter 
was conducted by a team of national experts and remained publicly 
unavailable. 

Organisation Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 

Type of evaluation  Mid-term; Formative 

Period covered  

Objectives 
To highlight some of the general problems and suggested 
changes identified as either concerning particularly the SSH 
fields, or concerning the SSH fields in a particular way 

Approaches  

• Interviews (with institutes’ staff, BAS leadership and 
personnel, PhD Students) 

• Self-reports 
• Bibliometric analyses 

Key results and 
recommendations 

Most of the institutes are visible on the international research 
scene, with overall good “quality and productivity” of research 
About half the institutes show a top performance in terms of 
“relevance” to society, and about half again are considered to 
have very good “prospects” for the future 
The report will propose some suggestions to internationalize 
the Bulgaro-centric publications 

Availability http://www.bas.bg/fce/001/0149/files/Panel_Report_4.pdf 

Tags Institutional evaluation 
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An evaluation was carried out of the NSF’s decision making and funding 
procedures, which raised some serious concerns as to the adequacy of 
research funding done by the NSF. Based on documentation review and 
analysis of financial statements, serious violations were discovered alluding 
to the absence of impartiality and possible corruption among officers who 
made the funding decisions. Conclusions in the report refer to serious harm 
to Bulgarian science, estimated to be millions of euros. A particularly 
concerning finding of the report is that the open calls have been 
manipulated, thus effectively eliminating any merit based competition. 
Numerous cases of apparent conflicts of interest among project evaluators 
have been identified. Not least, there have been serious violations in 
assigning evaluators, whose expertise was incompatible with the project 
proposals they had to evaluate. At the same time, impartial evaluators’ 
reports have been hidden and not taken into account when making award 
decisions.  

Organisation National Science Fund 

Type of evaluation  Mid-term; Formative 

Period covered 2008-2009 

Objectives To evaluate 2008 and 2009 sessions of the Fund and the 
implementation of funded projects  

Approaches  Review of a sample of documents and financial statements 

Key results and 
recommendations  

Availability Not public 

Tags  

 

2.3 Important policy documents 
There are no specific policy documents targeting SSH exclusively. Key policy 
documents for science and research, which also regulate SSH, include: 

• Law on Scientific Research Promotion, in effect since 2003 and last 
amended in October 2010. The law provides the framework for the 
development of national science policy, and details the structure and 
functions of the NSF. The latest version in Bulgarian language is 
available at http://lex.bg/laws/ldoc/2135472978 

• Law for the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, in effect since 1991, last 
amended in April 2011. The latest version in Bulgarian language is 
available at http://lex.bg/laws/ldoc/2132584961. Over the past year were 
some heated discussions among the Ministry of Finance, the parties in 
the Parliament and BAS, focused on the very purpose of BAS and the 
impending need for institutional reform. The Ministry of Finance 
promoted a new vision for BAS arguing that it is a defunct and inefficient 
institution, and that universities should carry out all research. This conflict 
has not yet been reconciled entirely, but it appears the Ministry has taken 
a significant step back. 
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• Law for the Development of Academic Staff, in effect since 2010. This 
law replaces the Law on Scientific Degrees and Titles, and details the 
regulatory framework for the granting of academic titles and degrees 
(PhD, post-docs and professorships). See the document (in Bulgarian) 
http://www.lex.bg/bg/laws/ldoc/2135680028 

• Law on Higher Education, in effect since 1995, last amended in 
December 2010. This is the key law that regulates the composition, 
functions, management and funding of higher education system in the 
country. It details the structure and functions of the National Agency for 
Evaluation and Accreditation. See the document (in Bulgarian) 
http://www.lex.bg/bg/laws/ldoc/2133647361. 

• National Strategy for the Development of Scientific Research 2020, 
adopted by the government at the end of June 2011, and approved by 
the Bulgarian Parliament in July 2011. See the document (in Bulgarian) 
http://www.ibir.bas.bg/uploads/user/%D0%97%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%B
E%D0%BD%D0%B8%20%D0%B8%20%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B0%D
0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%B8/Nac.str
ategia.razvitie.naukata.2020.pdf 

• National Reform Programme 2011-2015, adopted by the Council of 
Ministers in April 2011. Although not solely focused on science and 
research, the document recommends a vision for the reform of the higher 
education system, arguing for the need for introducing a common rating 
system for the higher education institutions, based on objective indicators 
for evaluation. It further stipulates the need for a system for career 
development of academic personnel. See the document (in Bulgarian) 
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/nrp/nrp_bulgaria_bg.pdf 

• National Roadmap for Scientific Infrastructure, adopted by the 
Council of Ministers in September 2010. The roadmap details Bulgaria’s 
priorities in terms of developing new scientific infrastructure, and pledges 
to ensure an efficient strategic development of science and innovations, 
to increase the competitiveness of scientific products, and to serve as the 
foundation for future negotiations with European and other international 
partners about investments in national scientific infrastructure. Seven 
research areas are listed as priorities, and details for the proper setting 
up of scientific infrastructure are provided. Of the seven, just one falls 
into the category of SSH, and is to be integrated into the pan-European 
network CLARIN. Its primary purpose would be to preserve the Bulgarian 
linguistic heritage and provide access to linguistic resources and 
technologies to all potential users from science and industry. See the 
document (in Bulgarian) 
http://www.strategy.bg/StrategicDocuments/View.aspx?lang=bg-
BG&Id=624 
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2.4 Thematic priorities at national level 
It is important to note at the outset that there is no national policy focused 
exclusively on SSH research. The National Strategy for the Development of 
Scientific Research 2020 does not put a priority on SSH research. In fact 
SSH is not even mentioned in the text. However, the strategy puts specific 
priority on linking science and research advances more closely to societal 
challenges. It also foresees measures for making science and research and 
its results more understandable to the society.  

Markings below are based on priorities listed in strategy papers and 
institutional reports, as well as those of major think tanks. 

 Behavior, cognition, 
 Competitiveness, Innovation 
 Conflicts, peace, security and human rights within the EU and beyond 
 Crime and Crime prevention (including drugs, organized crime etc.)  

 
Cultural heritage (including preservation and conservation) 
National Strategy for the Development of Scientific Research 2020 

 Democracy, governance, accountability and responsibility 
 Demography (Ageing, Fertility) 
 Economy and finance 
 Education, skills, knowledge and life-long learning 
 Employment, Work, Working conditions 
 Ethics 
 Families, life-styles and well-being 
 Gender, gender equality 
 Globalization 
 Health and Health systems 
 Identity, religion, language, multiculturalism 
 International relations 
 Migration 
 Social cohesion, exclusion, inequalities, poverty 
 Sustainable development 
 Urban and rural development 
 Others 

2.5 Important research programmes 
The National Science Fund is administering the main national research 
programmes. The programmes are with very modest budgets, from which 
only a very small portion goes to SSH. There is no readily available statistics 
on the actual share of SSH supported projects in the total programme 
budgets (see ERAWATCH country profile for an overview), but there is no 
dedicated SSH programme in Bulgaria.  
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2.6 SSH research infrastructures 

2.6.1 National infrastructures 
In a Memorandum, adopted by the Union of Scientists in Bulgaria, it is stated 
that just a small amount of R&D expenditure in Bulgaria is allotted to the 
improvement of the infrastructure of science.22 

In September 2010 the Ministry of Education, Youth and Science adopted a 
National Roadmap for Research Infrastructures. The adoption of the 
Roadmap prioritises seven national research infrastructures, specialised in 
specific research fields and encourages their inter sector and cross border 
collaboration. SSH is covered via the Complexes 6 and 7 for CLARIN – the 
national interdisciplinary research e-infrastructure for integration and 
development of electronic resources for Bulgarian language as part of the 
European CLARIN Common Language Resources and Technology 
Infrastructure (2011). 

2.6.2 International infrastructures 
The Roadmap also introduces a procedure for Bulgaria’s future participation 
in the European infrastructures. The procedure will include an international 
evaluation of the scientific institutions and an analysis of the effectiveness of 
the participation of the Bulgarian scientific community in the new regional or 
European infrastructural projects. Bulgaria is already included in a number of 
European projects to prepare the establishment of research infrastructure 
facilities, but this involvement is fairly limited to few of the current 
infrastructural projects. For the SSH field these are: ESS survey - European 
Social Survey (Bulgaria is included since round 3 in 2005, with the main 
contact point being the Agency for Social Analysis, and other organizations 
involved including the Institute of Sociology at the Bulgarian Academy of 
Sciences, the National Science Fund, and Vitosha Research Ltd.); EURO-
ARGO - Global Monitoring of the oceans and seas (will start in 2011); 
CLARIN - Electronic linguistic patterns, where Bulgaria is represented by the 
Institute for Parallel Processing at the Bulgarian Academy of Science; 
PRACE - Partnership for critical computing research in Europe (2010). In 
other large projects such as SHARE (Survey of Health, Ageing and 
Retirement in Europe), DARIAH (Digital Research Infrastructure for the Arts 
and Humanities) and CESSDA (Council of European Social Science Data 
Archives) the country does not yet participate. 

 
 
22 Source: Memorandum on the Development of Bulgarian Economy and Society on the Basis of 

Knowledge. Available in Bulgarian language at http://www.usb-bg.org/Bg/Memorandum%202007.pdf, 
Retrieved on July 13th, 2011 
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3. Funding System 

3.1 Overview of funding flows 
The following diagram provides an overview of the main sources of funding 
in Bulgaria.  

 
The funding system has undergone considerable changes since the country 
started its transition to a market economy in 1989 and in preparation for the 
country’s accession to the European Union. However, there has not been 
any reliable coordination mechanism between the different funding 
mechanisms available in the country. In addition, the budget process has not 
guaranteed such coordination either. 

The government sector is the main source of SSH research funding in 
Bulgaria through the National Science Fund (NSF). NSF operates with a 
wide range of funding schemes, supporting mainly public funded research 
organizations (e.g. the institutes at the BAS and universities) also NGOs and 
business enterprises. 

In 2009 the total R&D spending was 0.53% of GDP, lower than most EU 
countries. There has been increasing recognition of the need to increase 
R&D, including SSH, funding. As part of the preparation of the national 
position under the Europe 2020 strategy, in 2010 the Bulgarian government 
specified a national goal of investments in R&D at 1.5 % of GDP by 2020. 
However, there is no strategic framework underpinning this goal and the 
budget appropriations on R&D (GBAORD) declined from 0.31% in 2008 to 
0.28% in 2010 as percent of the GDP.  
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GERD expenditures for SSH and total GERD expenditures (in millions of 
Euros) 

 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

SSH GERD  17.26 12.60 13.07 17.19 20.38 

Total GERD 106.47 121.25 139.67 166.68 184.69 
Source: Statistical Yearbook 2010, p. 422. Bulgarian National Statistical Institute 

The role of private funding of SSH research is relatively small and highly 
variable.  

3.2 National public SSH research funding  

3.2.1 Overview of funding importance 
The main governmental financial instrument for funding the research of both 
public and private research performers is the National Science Fund (NSF), 
which is overseen by the National Council for Scientific Research at the 
Ministry of Education, Youth and Science. The responsibilities of the NSF 
encompass: implementation of the national and the European research 
policies in Bulgaria; provision of international expertise during the evaluation 
of research project proposals, based on which the subsequent funding is 
allocated; and working out specific schemes to support the national research 
potential (such as support to young researchers, research infrastructure, and 
preparation of research projects). In addition to NSF, the government 
provides direct subsidies to the public research organizations (e.g. the 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and the universities). 

GOVERD has increased its share of total SSH research funding from 49% of 
total GERD in 2005 to 68% in 2009. The Bulgarian Parliament adopted the 
Law for Amendment and Supplement of the Law on Scientific Research 
Promotion, which envisages both the establishment of large scientific and 
research centres, and the start of more effective monitoring and evaluation of 
projects funded under the National Science Fund (NSF). However, these 
changes happened against the backdrop of continuing strategic policy 
planning uncertainty and falling public support for research. The draft of a 
new Strategy for Development of Scientific Research 2009-201923 has been 
approved by the Council of Ministers and by the Parliament in 2011. The 
Bulgarian government cut the budget of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
(BAS), the biggest public R&D organisation, by roughly 40% of what was 
initially approved in the state budget for 2010. The budget subsidies for R&D 
in the state universities were completely suspended in the second half of the 
year. Hence, the adopted legislative changes still remain only “on paper”24. 

 
 
23 Available in Bulgarian language at www.strategy.bg/FileHandler.ashx?fileId=744, retrieved on July 17th, 

2011. 
24 ERAWATCH country report 2009, p 3. 
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3.2.2 Institutional funding 
The Law on the State Budget25 regulates government expenditures on R&D 
in public funded research organizations for each budget year, but only as 
part of a wider budget line that includes also non-direct R&D expenditures 
(e.g. expenses for education in the universities or remuneration of 
administrative staff in both academia and university). There is not specific 
funding for SSH and the research budgets are a lump sum. In the case of the 
BAS, the amount of the budget subsidy depends mostly on the number of 
staff while in the state universities; it depends on the number of students. In 
both cases, the budget is not based on in-depth performance assessments, 
although in 2010 a university rating system was introduced and an 
international evaluation of the BAS was implemented. According to the 
regulations of the Bulgarian Law on Higher Education (LHE), 10% of the total 
annual budget subsidy of each university should be set aside for research, 
although some evidence from the Council of University Rectors and from the 
3 biggest state universities points to a much lower actual percentage being 
spent on research – about 2% to 3%. According to the LHE, each university 
has implemented internal regulations for distribution of research finding – 
usually through grant schemes for small-scale research projects, awarded to 
single scientists within competition on faculty level. In most universities, 
where SSH exist, the shares of allocated resources for the respective 
faculties is predefined and have not varied during the last 5 years. 

Overall R&D funding from budget subsidies increased five fold from 2007 to 
2009, although a decrease is expected in the forthcoming year as the 
Bulgarian government plans to cut overall R&D expenditures. Within 
universities, SSH expenditures from university initiated research projects 
have increased from 1.04 million Euros in 2007, to 4.8 million Euros in 2009. 
If universities uphold the recent requirement that at least 10% of their 
budgets is used for research (discussed in more detail in section 4.2.2) this 
figure can be expected to further increase. 

Within the NSF, universities can compete for funding in the biannual 
Stimulating of Scientific Research in Universities competition, which supports 
the implementation of projects in scientific fields, concentrated in universities. 
Section 2.5 has more information on NSF programmes and funding data. 

Additional funding at the BAS from external SSH projects and contracts has 
been increasing in the last five years. In 2005 this funding amounted to 
roughly 1 million Euros, whereas in 2009 it amounted to 6.1 million Euros. 

3.2.3 Individual funding 
The main source of individual funding for SSH researchers is the NSF. 
Historically the NSF finances individuals on a competitive basis for the 
following programmes: support for young scientists and support for 
recognized Bulgarian scientists. Two new schemes for supporting 
individuals, however, were introduced in 2007: reintegration grants, 
stimulating the return of Bulgarian scientists, working abroad, to actively 

 
 
25 Available in Bulgarian language at http://lex.bg/laws/ldoc/2133886466, retrieved July 17th, 2011. 
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work in Bulgaria; and scholarships for established scientists to further 
improve their skills, expertise and knowledge, amounting to € 511,291 and 
€ 255,645 in 2009 respectively.  

3.2.4 Programme Funding 
Programme, and project, based public research funding is on the rise in 
Bulgaria. According to the annual government budgets for education and 
science, project-based funding has gained in importance since 2007. 
Operational programmes, managed by respective ministries ensure 
programme- and project-based funding. Currently there are 4 operational 
programmes with funding for SSH research: Human Resources 
Development, Competitiveness, Administrative Capacity and Regional 
Development.  

3.3 Private research funding 
SSH funding from the private sector is generally quite low, and precise data 
on top performers is unavailable. 

3.4 Foundations/ not-for-profit funding 
Funding from non-profit organizations and foundations in Bulgaria shows 
large fluctuations. In the latest year available, 2008, funding from this sector 
was € 1,305m, representing 7.6% of total SSH research expenditures for that 
year. In 2005 non-profit funding was € 0,515m, or just under 3% of 
expenditures. 

Thematic priorities for NSF are announced in the operational programme of 
the NSF, which is published at the beginning of each calendar year. In 2009 
the most relevant priority area for SSH was ‘Cultural Heritage and National 
Identity’.  

Spending on SSH research (in million Euro) 

 Total Government 
Sector 

Higher 
Education 

Sector 
Non-profit 

Sector 
Business 

Sector 

SSH GERD 2007 13.063 9.718 3.041 0.214 0.09 

SSH GERD 2008 17.181 11.863 3.905 1.305 0.108 
Source: Eurostat 

3.5 European and international funding 
Private sector and international programmes, notably EU RDI programmes, 
are available to Bulgarian public and private research organisations, though 
their respective relative shares in the total R&D financing are small and there 
is no precise data as to the exact distribution of financing flows among 
research performers. Total SSH project funding through FP7 priority areas 
Social Sciences and Humanities and Research and Society amounted to 
€ 1.1m in 2010. 
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4. Performing System 

4.1 Overview of the perfomers 
According to national statistics there were 5,038 SSH research personnel in 
2009. This represents a 121% increase from 2000 when the figure was 
2,281. The Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAS) continues to be the 
dominant performer of SSH research. The universities are characterized by 
more effective thematic distribution of activities, but this is due to their more 
focused specialization. 

Full time SSH teaching staff within Bulgarian universities has increased 
slightly from 2007 to 2009, from 5,587 to 5,687. In the same period the 
number of researchers employed under research projects at Bulgarian 
universities has more than doubled, from 111 in 2007 to 262 in 2009. This 
increase in SSH staff at Bulgarian universities coincides with the increase in 
university SSH research expenditures discussed in section 3.2.2. 

4.2 Higher Education Institutions 

4.2.1 HEIs as education performers 
Currently, there are 51 higher education institutions in Bulgaria. This 
comprises 42 universities and higher education institutions, 41 colleges 
within the higher school system and 9 independent colleges. 63% of the 
universities are located in the three major cities: Sofia (17 universities), 
Plovdiv (5 universities) and Varna (4 universities). The average university 
size in Bulgaria is 5,600 students. The number of universities has expanded 
rapidly in the past two decades while personnel have remained largely 
unchanged. As a result educational and support expenses are increasing 
and the quality of teaching is declining. The major problems facing the higher 
education system in Bulgaria today are: the distribution of the limited public 
budget resources among a large number of institutions; the complexity of 
own revenue generation; and the lack of management experience26. 

According to statistics available through the Bulgarian National Statistical 
Institute there were 238,301 students in tertiary education in 2005 and 
281,107 in 2010, representing an 18% increase. 

Students in tertiary education (in thousands) 

Bulgaria 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Number of students 237.9 243.5 258.7 264.5 274.2 
Source: Eurostat 2011 

 
 
26 ERAWATCH country report 2009, p 26. 
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In total numbers there has been a decrease in students in SSH fields in the 
last decade from 86,550 in 2000/2001 to 77,278 in 2010/2011. This 
represents a decrease of SSH students as a percentage of total students 
from 35.5% to 27.5%.  

Overview of the evolution of students (BA and MS levels) (2006-2010) 

 2006/ 2007 2007/ 2008 2008/ 2009 2009/ 2010 2010/ 2011 

SSH Students  74,915 74,507 75,223 77,763 77,278 

All Students  253,876 260,110 270,298 283,236 281,170 

SSH Students as a 
% of total students 29.5% 28.6% 27.8% 27.5% 27.5% 

Source: Bulgarian National Statistical Institute, 2011 

Data from the Bulgarian National Statistical Institute shows that the number 
of doctoral students in SSH during the 2010/2011 academic year was 885, 
49% were in the humanities and 51% in the social sciences. 

Regarding education policy, the Bulgarian Parliament has adopted a new 
Law on the Development of the Academic Staff (LDAS), which abolished the 
previous act dating back to 1972. The Ministry of Education, Science and 
Youth introduced the first university rating system, which is intended to serve 
as a tool for discretionary state funding according to universities’ 
achievements. Additionally, a credit scheme providing loans to students has 
been launched for the first time since 1989. The main policy change 
introduced by the LDAC is the abolishment of a single national body that 
manages all academic career promotions (the Supreme Attestation 
Commission) and its replacement with scientific juries hosted within any 
particular academic institution. 

4.2.2 HEIs as research performers 
Under central planning research was entrusted to state research institutions, 
which still dominate the research sector. Universities in Bulgaria have only 
recently been formally (legally) recognised as research performers. Though 
universities had in effect done research in the past, before the adoption of 
the Law on Higher Education in 1995 they were obliged to remain solely 
teaching and education institutions with no research tasks. The law now 
states that at least 10% of the received budget shall be devoted to research. 
No formal study has been done of whether universities comply with the rule, 
though most universities sporadically complain about not spending more 
than 2-3% of their budgets on research. 

In 2009 HERD for SSH was € 5.28m. This is fife times as much as spent in 
2003 when HERD for SSH was  €1.04m.  
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The main Bulgarian universities for SSH are: 

• Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" www.uni-sofia.bg 

• "St. Cyril and St. Methodius" University of Veliko Tarnovo www.uni-vt.bg 

• Plovdiv University "Paisii Hilendarski" www.uni-plovdiv.bg 

• South-West University "Neofit Rilski" – Blagoevgrad http://www.swu.bg 

• American University in Bulgaria www.aubg.bg 

• University of National and World Economy – Sofia UNWE.ACAD.BG 

• New Bulgarian University www.nbu.bg 

Recently the Bulgarian government launched an Internet portal, which 
provides university rankings by subject and links to university websites: 
http://rsvu.mon.bg/RSVU/?locale=bg 

4.3 Public Research Organisations 
The Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAS) is by far the largest research 
performer in Bulgaria, and is the only autonomous national research 
organization. BAS has hybrid functions of both a society of academics and a 
national centre for basic and applied research, with research units in all fields 
of science. Although both parts are relatively distinct with their own structure 
and governance, they are working under the common umbrella of the 
centralised management bodies. 

Under strong political pressure, BAS has initiated in 2009 a considerable 
downsizing, including a decrease of both scientific and administrative staff, 
and a decrease of autonomous research units from 72 to about 40. 
Currently, the restructuring is in its final stage. The funding of the academy 
comes from an annual state budget subsidy and external funding from grant 
schemes and industrial contract research. The state budget is spent mainly 
on labour costs (about 80%), while the only source for research expenditures 
is the external funding, which reached about 44% of the total funding of the 
academy in 2009. The biggest part of the external funding comes from 
research projects and grants, funded mainly through international 
organizations (Framework Programmes of the EC, NATO, etc.) and a few 
national sources (Operational Programmes and National Science Fund). 
2010 saw a reduction in the pre-approved budget for BAS of 40%. 

SSH institutes within the BAS include: 

• Institute for Bulgarian Language:  

• Institute for Literature:  

• Institute for Balkan Studies with Centre for Thracology:  

• Institute for History Studies:  

• Institute for Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Museum of Ethnography 

• Institute for Arts Studies 

• National Archaeological Institute 

• Scientific Centre for Cyrillo-Methodian Studies 
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• Institute for Economic Studies 

• Institute for the State and Law 

• Institute for Population and Human Studies 

• Institute for the Study of Societies and Knowledge 

The institutes with the largest external funding for SSH projects in 2010 are: 
the National Archaeological Institute with € 1,8m; the Institute for the Study 
of Societies and Knowledge with €0,31m; and the Institute for Ethnology and 
Folklore Studies with € 0,19m. 

4.4 Private research performers 
Most SSH research is carried out in state funded institutions. While there is 
no restriction on researcher mobility between the public and private sector, it 
is a rare occurrence. Mobility exists primarily towards foreign research 
institutions. Within the private sector, non-governmental organizations carry 
out the majority of SSH research, although precise figures regarding the 
main performers are not available. 

4.5 Research performance 

4.5.1 Scientific publications 
In 2009 Bulgarian HEIs had 3,348 SSH publications in national journals and 
815 in foreign journals. This represents an 11% increase in both national and 
international publications since 2007. The latest SCOPUS data puts the 
number of SSH publications by Bulgarian universities at 323, with Sofia 
University leading in absolute numbers with 132 publications. 

Data available from the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences’ 2010 annual 
report27 put the number of SSH publications by BAS scholars at 3,823. This 
represents 38% of the total BAS publications for 2008. This data should, 
however, be interpreted cautiously as it might not stand the scrutiny of more 
demanding international recognition standards.  

The period of 2004-2008, as compared to 1999-2003, has seen a 118% 
increase in Bulgarian scientific publications in the social sciences.  

4.5.2 International Cooperation  
New initiatives to support the preparation of European projects under the 
7FP and COST have been launched by NSF in 2009 and 2010 to boost 
cross-border knowledge circulation. Various national and European 
possibilities for international collaboration and co-publication of Bulgarian 
and foreign researchers also exist. The scientific journals published in 
Bulgaria received better visibility as a result of the inclusion of six new 
Bulgarian journals in the Thomson Reuters database, including two with SSH 
content. Since 2001 a constantly growing number of Bulgarian academic 
journals have participated in the only full-text online library, specialized on 
 
 
27 Available online at http://www.bas.bg/fce/001/0079/files/OTCET_BAN_2010.pdf, retrieved on July 22nd, 

2011. 
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scientific periodicals from the SSH domain and published in Central and 
Eastern European countries. Universities and PROs have increasingly better 
access to international knowledge through long-term agreements with 
European counterparts and through participation in the Framework 
programmes. Additionally, in May 2009 the National Science Fund opened a 
call for “Reintegration Grants for Bulgarian Researchers Working Abroad” 
with a budget for 2009 of €0,511m. The Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Science has signed bilateral scientific collaboration agreements with over 10 
countries, implemented through calls of the NSF. The Bulgarian Academy of 
Sciences has concluded bilateral scientific cooperation agreements with 30 
European counties and with 7 countries outside Europe. A list of the 
countries is available at the BAS website. 

4.5.3 Main prizes 
Prize 1: 
The Ministry of Education Youth and Science also has rewards for SSH 
research through the “Pitagor” award. Awards are provided annually in the 
following five areas: young scientists, research units, senior scholars, 
doctoral student advisors, and collaboration between private firms and public 
research organizations or universities.  

Prize 2: 
The Union of Scientists in Bulgaria organizes annual competitions for 
scientific achievement available to members of the union or members of 
organizations affiliated with the union. Awards are divided into two age 
groups, up to and above 35 years. Winners are awarded with a diploma of 
achievement and financial remuneration. 
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